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THE LOG OF DE. JOSEPH HllSrCfllOJ^, SUEGEON 
OF THE PEIVATEEE BEIG PEIJSTCB GBOEGB, 1757. 

BY WILLIAM M. MERVINE. 

[The writer of this log or journal, Doctor Joseph Hinchman, was a 
resident of Jamaica, Long Island, son of Joseph Hinchman of the same 
place ; he married Anna Griffin and was the father of Doctor Joseph 
Hinchman of Newtown (now Elmira), Chemung county, New York. 
The original log is in the possession of a descendant of Mrs. Charles E. 
Noble of Morristown, New Jersey. 

The Prince George sailed from New York about July 1, 1757,* to 
cruise against the French ; she was wrecked off the northern coast of 
Hayti, August 18, 1757. Unfortunately the first and last pages of the 
journal are missing.] 

Plate Wrack 

N. Lat. S0° 10 ^ W. Lm. 68.15. 
1767 
Aug. 19. Fryday Evening. But at length we found her 

between the fore mast and 
main mast and after About 
an hours fateigue with her, 
and with a Vast Deal of 
Dificulty we Got her on the 
main top Gallant Yard and 
bailed her Dry with two 
half furMngs which we had 
saved, and the mean time 

' "June 27, 1757. Privateers some of which are ready, and others 
preparing to sail on a Cruize against his Majesty's Enemies, to wit — 
Ship King of Prussia, 13 Six Pounders, 13 Swivels, 150 Men, Thomas 
Seymour, Commander. Brig Prince Gteorge, 12 Six Pounders, 14 
Swivels, 100 Men. William Murray, Commander." 

"July 4, 1757. Since our last the following Privateers left the 
Harbour to proceed on a Cruize, viz. The ship King of Prussia, Capt. 
Seymour, brig Prince George, Murray." — New York Gazette or Weekly 
Post Boy. 
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we Saved four Oars and the 
boat hook and got them in 
the Yawl And being Now 
Dry twenty five of TJs Gk)t 
Into her And After Gitting 
a few fathum of Eoap from 
the Wrack we left her about 
One a'Clock in the morn- 
ing with between 20 and 
thirty A live on the Masts. 
When we first Struck the 
Captain Ordered the Dorrey 
Out to try what water we 
had to Leward and two of 
our people Seeing our Con- 
dition Stept into her and 
put of to Sea and ware 
taken Up two or three Days 
after by a N: York Pri- 
vateer ^ 

On hoard the yawl. 
1757 
Aug^ 20. Satureday 

Morning. Being out of the Cryes of the De- 

• " October 3, 1757, Thursday last arrived here from Port Morant, in 
the Island of Jamaica, Capt. Bichards in a Brig, and informs : — That on 
the 3d Day there came into Port Morant Harbour, in the Evening, a 
Brig from Philadelphia, Capt. Miller, who spoke with the following 
Privateers oflf the "West Caucases, viz. the Capts. Seymour, Dobbs &c ; 
and farther declared Capt. Seymour told him, that he had taken up a 
Canoe at Sea with a Man in it who had belong* d to the Privateer Brig 
Prince Greorge, Capt. William Murray, of and from this Harbour, the 
said Brig having run on a Shoal caU'd Plait-Eack, in the Night, going 
then about 7 or 8 Knots, when she soon went to Pieces ; and the Man 
did not know there was any one saved besides himself; Capt. Miller 
himself spoke with the Man who was taken up." — New York Oazette or 
Weekly Post Boy, October S, 1757. 
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stresed our Cheaf thoughts was for 
Some thing to make a Sail of, for 
being two thirds of Us Naked we 
had Scarce Any thing to make a Sail 
off but After Some time we Got two 
frocks and a Pare of trawses And 
the boatswain Converted them Into 
a Sail And As soon as It was Day 
light we Got one of our Oars and 
the boat hook and made a mast And 
Yard of them and fixt our Sail to 
them And so Run Down before the 
wind In hopes of falling In with 
turks Islands And haveing No Sea 
Instruments we mist the Islands. 
The Brease Continuing fresh And 
the Seas Runing high we kept two 
hands Continual Bailing the Yawl 
And two at the Oars for One of the 
Oars we whare Oblidged to Steer 
with the Rudder being lost 
1757 

Aug^ 21. Sunday. The Brease Continued fresh And the 
Seas Runing Vastly high And the 
weather Squally we Exspected Every 
hour when She would fill and Sink 
And Our people low Spireted for 
haveing nothing to Eate Nor to 
Drink Since we left the wrack we 
whare All Very faint many of our 
people ware forsed to Drink theire 
own TJrin to Squench their thirst 
Night coming on And the Seas Run- 
ing higher And higher and many of 
our people Growing Delirious was 
for Gumping Over board to Goe 
home to Get Drink So that we whare 
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Afraid they woul Over Set the Yawl 
So that we Could See nothing but 
Destruction before Us, And the Sea 
Breaking Continually into Us, that 
all our hopes of being Saved was 
over 
1767 
Ang* M. Munday. This morning at Day light made the 
Island of Turtugus^ on the North 
Side of high Spaniola* which put 
fresh Spirets in Us And the thoughts 
of Gitting a Shore to Gitt Something 
to Eate And Drink made Us Use our 
Utmost Endeavours to Gitt in Close 
to the land, which by Double Bank- 
ing Our Oars And the help of our 
Sail we Got in at the west End of 
the Island, And Unbent our Sail 
And Eowed Up to Windward 
Abought half a League And Got In 
a Small Sandy bay And went on 
Shore Abought three AClock in the 
Afternoon And Drawed Our Yawl 
Upon the Beach And then went In 
pursute of Gitting Something to 
Eate and to Drink Some One way 
And Some Another but all to no 
purpose for 

Island Tortugas 
Aug*' SS. Munday for we Could find nothing but wild 
Afternoon. Grapes And the more we Eate of 
them The Hungerry and Dryer we 
Grew, and Night Coming we Ee- 
tum'd One After a nother to Our 
Yawl And turned her Bottom Up- 
' Tortuga Island, off the northeast coast of Hayti. 
' Hispaniola, now Hayti. 
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wards to Sleep Under, but some 
of Our men Stayed So long away 
that we thought they whare Dead or 
lost in the woods but between Eight 
and Nine A Clock we all Got 
together Again and Lay'd Our 
Selves Down to Eest Some Under 
the Yawl And Some Under the 
Bushes And Some Under the Sides 
of the Rocks "Where we lay till a 
bought three a Clock in the morn- 
ing Then Consulting what we had 
best Doe ; we thought It most Ad- 
visable As we whare All most Per- 
ished with hunger and thirst to Row 
Over to Hispaniola and Delever our 
Selves Up to the mercy of the french. 
1757 
Au^ S3. Tuesday A bought three A Clock Up Set our 
Morning. Yawl And Got all on board and 
Rowed Over to hispaniola, which lay 
About three Leagues from Us And 
got over A bought half a League to 
Leward of Port Apea ' By Day 
Breake but the Negroes, which kept 
gard, would not suffer Us to Come 
on Shore but threatened to Shoot 
Us If we got Out of our Yawl, but 
About Sun Rise A Small Dorry 
Came Down from the town to Draw 
the Sain which had the Capt: of the 
ports Son In, and a Molatter And 
three or four Negres And they let 
Us Come On Shore but we Could 
Git nothing to Drink there So we 
took the Capt: of the ports Son, on 

'Port-de-Paix. 
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board of Us and So Eowed Up to 
the port, And whare hailled from 
the fort And Ordered to Come on 
Shore, which we Did Close Under 
the fort About Eight a Clock ' 



Pofrt Apm HispaTwla 

1757 

Avu^ 2S. Tuesday And whare Conducted By An Officer 

Morning. And a Gard of Soldiers Into the fort 

And there Exammon'd by the Como- 

dant who Ordered Us to be kept In 

the fort Under a Gard and Gave 

' " New York, October 31, 1757. Capt. Dennier informs us, That 
en the 29th of September, Capt. Seymour spoke with a Dutch Schooner, 
bound to St. Eustatia, from Porto-Paux, on Hispaniola, the Master 
whereof acquainted him, That Capt. William Murray, of the Privateer 
Brig Prince Gteorge, of this Port, with several of his Officers and Men, 
in the whole 24, arrived there in their Barge some Time before, having 
lost their Vessel in the Night of the 18th of August, on the Plate- 
Wreck (the Particulars of which were inserted in our last) ; that it was 
very sickly at the West End of Hispaniola ; and that many of their 
Merchantmen were detained in Port, for want of Seamen ; that his 
Majesty's Ships the Edinburgh, Dreadnought, and Augusta, appeared so 
often on the Coast of Hispaniola, that the Inhabitants were apprehen- 
sive they intended a Descent on the Island, for which Beason an Em- 
bargo had been laid on all Shipping for three Months ; but that a large 
Fleet was soon to sail for Old France. 

"P. S. Captain Murray was cast away about 6 Weeks ago, on the 
Plate- Wreck ; he, with his Officers, and 18 Men were saved in the 
Barge, and got into Port-Paux ; two escaped in the Dory, one of which 
is on board Captain Seymour." — The Pennsylvania Oazette, November 
S, 1767. 

"October 31, 1757. We hear that Capt. Murray, of the Privateer 
Brig Prince George, of this Port, who was said to be lost on Plait- 
Wreck, and all perished save one Man taken up by Capt. Seymour, is 
safe at one of the Islands in the West-Indies, he having, together with 
several of his Officers, and near 20 of his Men, at the Time the Vessel 
struck, took to her Long-Boat, and thereby happily saved themselves." 
— New York Oazette or Weekly Post Boy, October SI, 1757. 
VOL. XXIX. — 18 
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orders to One Marttang to Send Us 
Some Victuals to Eate and Some 
wine and Rum And Sugar by which 
we was Vastly Refreshed And 
Strengthen'd but many of our men 
Vastly Sore for theire Backs And 
Sholders being Burnt to a Crust with 
the Sun they looked like a peace of 
Roasted Beef And whare not Able 
to take Any Rest, Only As they lay 
on their hands And knees for above 
a week In the After noon Came the 
Comadant and Some Other Gentle- 
men And took An Account of all 
the Officers and mens names. 
1757 
Aug* SS Tmsday After Super the Comodant Sent In 
Evening a hamock for the Cap* to Sleep In 
an an Ox hide for the Officers to 
Sleep on So A bought ten A Clock 
we laid our Selves Down to Sleep 
And Rested Very well Consedering 
our hard Ships before. 

S4: Wednesday After Brakefast Came In Some Gentle- 
Mominff men to See Us and Captain Overn who 
Could talke English told Us that we were 
to be Sent Up to Cape franc way to be 
put on board of the flag of truce And 
That One half of Us was to Goe on board 
of his Ship And the Other half to Goe On 
board of Capt Maynard boath then laying 
In the barber Ready to Sail, Only waiting 
for a frigett which they Exspected Every 
hour to Convoy them Up to the Cape 
And as Soon As She Came we ware to 
Goe on board. 
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1757 
Aug. S5. Thursday A bought three AClock the friggett 
Morning. Came a Brest of the and made A 
Signal for the two Ships and About 
Four A Clock Capt Mynard Sent his 
Second mate m"^ Guttrou with An 
Order for thirteen of Us whose 
Names ware As following : 
Isaac Doughty : Se* Leutenant 
Luke Troy, Master, Jo*" Hinchman 
Syrgeon, 

Stephen Williams : Gunnders mate, 
"Will" Wallis Gunners TJman, Henry 
Marsh, 

Thos. Lawrence, Gilbert Stringham, 
James Van Gelder, Wil"" Hannah, 
Richard Adams, Henery Besset, 
John Parshan And Caried us on 
board of the Ship, Capt: Overn took 
the Rest on board of his Ship. 
Wil" Murry Capt, Morley Harison 
first Lutenant, 
"Wil" Quick Gunner, 
Wil™ Cox, Boatswain, Ralf Cook 
Boats" Mate, James Hinchman Doct" 
mate, John Paris Carpent' James 
Smith, James Blanford, two Boys 
And 

17S7 -^^^ Apea on board Capt: Mynard 

Aug' 25 Thirsday Abought 5 Clock we Wheighed our 
Morning. Ancours And went to Sea, And 
About Nine A Clock we Saw a Ship 
to windward which we took to be an 
English man of War So we all put 
Back and Came to An Aneour Again 
In Port Apea with the frigett About 
half an hour After ten a Clock And 
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About twelve a Clock the Ship which 
we See was Chaist In hear by three 
of Our English men of war the Eden- 
borough The Augusta And Dreadnot 
who Saluted the town with Several 
Guns As they Run Down the Ship 
which they Ohaised In was a frigget 
of thirty Six Guns Called the Savage 
the frigget which Convoy'd Us Out 
was Called the Unicorn a thirty 
Gun Ship So we Continued in the 
harber near three weeks In which 
time Six of our men were put on 
board of the Savage and 
1757 
Aug* S6. Thursday. And the Capt: of the Savage Or- 
dered Capt. Mynard not to let us 
talk with the Rest of our people 
which ware on Board of Cap Overn 
the Doctor of the port Came of to 
See me And Gave me a Jackett 
And Breechs two Shirts two pare 
of Stockerers and a Cap And ye 
Cheaf Mate M' Lhue give me a 
handkercheif which was all I Re- 
ceiv'd from them After about A 
"Week Capt. Mynard got 
for us to Goe on Shore 
goe on board of Capt 
theRestofy'Offic 
to Come on Board 
which we took 

a few days (Page torn off.) 

And Doct' 
and took C 
And Mysel 
Spent the 



The Log of Dr. Joseph JEnchman, 1757. 277 

1757 
Sqf IS, Tuesday Weighed Our Aneours And went Out 
Morning with the land Brease Under Convoy of 
the two frigets Up to the Cape Capt 
Ovourn Gave Up Going to the Cape 
And Sent the Presiners Ashore to be 
marched Up by land to the Cape 

15 Thirsday About ten a Clock the poylet Came Un 
Morning board of Us And Brought Us Safe Into the 

Cape where we Came to An Ancour A bout 
Eleven a Clock there were In the harbour 
four men of war, a friget And About forty 
Sail of french and Dutch merchantmen And 
two English flags of truce from Jamaica 
Capt: Cunningham & Captains Kemsey 
Commanders, 

16 Fryday about two a Clock we ware Sent on Shore 
Afternoon to the prison whare we had IN'othing to 

Eate till the next Day Capt: Doughty, 
Capt: Troy and myself had Each of Us a 
hamock But the Eest had Nothing. 
1757 
SepV 18 Sunday A bought two a Clock Capt. Murrey 
Afternoon And the Rest of our people was 
Brought Into the Gole to Us. the 
Capt: had liberty to Dine & Sup with 
the Jailer but the Eest of Us was 
kept on Bullocks Heads and Beans 
And Casander Bread, We ware all 
Locked Up. at Mght And a Gard kep 
Round the prison. 

19 Munday A bught Eleven a Clock Capt: TuU from 

Morning. Maryland and Capt: Parren from Paacataway 

was brought to Gole with there people who 
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had the Misfortune of being taken by a 
French Letter of Mark Ship but She had 
not the Good loock to bring them In for 
they was Betaken by Some of our I*^orth- 
ward Privateers And being Chast her Self 
And Night Coming on She Ran on a Reef 
of Rocks and was lost abought three leagues 
to windward of the Cape but the people all 
ware Saved. 

1757 

Oct^ 81 Fryday Abought fore a Clock Monsieur Ker- 
Moming sin Sailed from the Cape with four 
Ships of the line and three Mgetts In 
order to Drive Commodore forrest of 
off the cost So that the french fleet 
Might Come Out the Commodore had 
but three Shipes The Augusta, the 
Edenborrough And Dreadnought and 
abught fore a Clock In the Afternoon 
the Engagement began and Continued 
till Darke and the french being Much 
Dammaged Was Oblidged to Return 
Back to the Cape to Refit there Ships. 

8!S Satureday Monsieur Kersin Came in with his Seven 
forenoon Shipes his four Shipes of the line Receiv'd 
a Vast Deal of Damage one of them had 
her Main And fore mast Shot A "Way the 
Greenage had the head of Missen Shot a 
way and Eleven Shot Between wind and 
water and about nine foot water In her 
hold and they had about five hundred men 
Killed and wounded. 

1757 

Oot^ ^4** Munday Monsieur Kersin Imploy'd all the Car- 
penters And Sea Men that he Could 



The Log of Dr. Joseph Hinchman, 1757. 279 

Gitt In the Cape to Refit his Shipes 
and In a bout three weekes he Got 
them all Ready for the Sea Again 

Naif 10^ Thursday. Capt: Merry and Capt: Coffin were 
brought in to Gole and Capt: Coffins 
People Belonged to Nantucket,* and 
Merry of New London, they was 
Brought In by a french Letter of 
Marke Ship which Came from Can- 
nady. 

11"* Fryday Monsieur Kersin with his fore Shipes of the 
Morning line and the three fregitts Sailed from the 
Cape with abought forty Sail of Merchant- 
men Under there Convoy 

IS"* Satwreday Capt: Cunningham & Capt: Kemsey with 
Morning the Jailor Came In and took a list of the 
prisoners they whare to Carry Down to 
Jamaica 
1757 
Noif 15, Tuesday Abought four a Clock we all Em- 
barked on board the two flags of trusea 
Capt* Cunningham and Kemsey, Ex- 
cept Capt: Murry the Gunner And 
boatswain who Got leva of the Gov- 
enner to Go to windward with a Dean 
which was there wose Name was Capt: 
Burchell. 

16"* Wednesday We sailed from the Cape and Got Down 
Morning, to Port Royal In Six Days. 

1" August 1, 1757. Custom House, Philadelphia, Inward Entries. 
Morton from Boston. Coffin from Nantucket." — New York Gazette, etc., 
August 1, 1757. 



280 The Log of Dr. Joseph Hinchman, 1757. 

^jtt Mmday Abought four a Clock we Came to An An- 
Afttmoon cour in Port Royal Under the Admirals Stam 
which was the Molbor" a Shipe of Ninety 
Guns She Sent her boat to Us for the Capt: 
And left an officer on board of Us till Capt: 
Cunningh" came Back from Admiral Coats * 
with orders to Send Us All on board of the 
Molborough, the man of wars men was all 
sent on board first then the Rest of Us was 
carryed on board before the Capt: And Offi- 
cers on the Quarter Deck and ware Dis- 
charged 

Pwt Royal, Jamaica, on hoard flag y fragat 

1757 

Nov'' M Juesday About Seven a Clock we all Left the 
Morning, flag of Truce And went Up to Kings- 
ton in a "Werry and there met with 
Capt: Doughty and Capt: troy who 
Came Down with Capt Kemsey from 
the Cape In the Afternoon I met with 
Capt: Joseph Smith and Capt Thos 
Stevenson" who Gave me An Envi- 
tation to Goe home to New York 
with them and being well Acquainted 
with Cap* Stevenson I beged the 
favour of a Passage for my Brother 
James with him And ConCluded to 
Goe with Capt: Smith my Self 

^"December 12,1757. We hear Admiral Coats in the West-Indies, 
has sunk the Warwick Man of War, lately taken from the English ; and 
that he was very near taking the French Admiral in those Seas." — New 
York Gazette, etc., December IS, 1757. 

"'August 1, 1757. Custom House, New York, Outward Entries. 
Sloop Margaret and Mary, Thomas Stephenson, for Spanish-Town." 

"August 29, 1757. Cleared for Departure. Sloop Margaret and 
Mary, Thomas Stevenson." — New York Gazette, etc. 
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Thirsday 
Morning 



1767 

gth M 



Went in company with Capt: Doughty 
Down to port Eoyal to See Capt: Stevenson 
and whare all Invited on board of Capt: 
Patton to Dinner After Dinner we went on 
Shore and In the Evening we went Up to 
KingBton Again. 



«^'* Saturd 
Aftemo 

SO"" Fryday 
Afternoon 



Penu 



(This portion of page gone.) 



Came Into Por 

of war the Augusta of 

And brought In with him Nin 

of french Prises, and all from 

Port Aprince bound to Old france 

Laden with Sugars Cotton Coffee and Indigoe 



